


15th ANNUAL

6:00 PM
VIP Reception

7:00 PM
Ballroom Doors Open

7:30 PM
The Golden Ticket Begins

Featuring Entertainment ReVue

Welcome
Jamison Uhler

News Channel 10 Anchor & Evening Emcee

Invocation
Dave Traynor

Gratitude from Redefining Refuge
Jen Gudenkauf, Board President

Dinner & Stories of Impact

Live Auction
Gabriel Butu, Auctioneer

Mission Moment
Presented by The Reproductive Medicine Group

Natasha Nascimento, Founder & CEO

Bid From the Heart
Raffles • The Final Golden Ticket • Celebration

11:00 PM
Event Concludes



 

On behalf of Redefining Refuge and the children 
that we serve, we extend our sincere gratitude for 

your continued commitment to our Cause.



Dear Friends,

When I was a little girl, I just loved 
stories that made the impossible feel 
possible.

The kind where the smallest person 
in the room could change everything 
(hello, Matilda). Where something as 
ordinary as a peach could become the 
doorway to an extraordinary world 
(thank you, James). Where, against all 
odds, there was still a golden ticket with 
someone’s name on it.

I believed in that kind of magic then 
and 16 years into this work, I believe in 
it even more now!

Not the kind made of chocolate 
rivers and everlasting gobstoppers, 
but the kind I have had the privilege 
of witnessing in children who have 
every reason to stop believing there is 
something beautiful waiting for them 
and somehow, still do.

Children who still dream. Still laugh 
until their stomachs hurt. Still make 
plans for lives they haven’t lived yet. 
Still dare to ask, “What if?”

What if I graduate? What if I travel the 
world someday? What if I can become 
a nurse, an artist, a mother, a teacher? 
What if my story becomes something 
more than what happened to me?

That question is why we are here.
At Redefining Refuge, we have never 
believed that a child’s worst chapter 
should get to write their ending.  We 
believe in what comes next. In the 
unopened doors. In the audacious, 
stubborn, sometimes completely 
unreasonable belief that there is more.

More than 
what was 
taken. More 
than what 
was done. 
More than 
what statistics 
predict. More 
than anyone 
has dared to 
imagine for 
them yet.
The possibility 
of what comes 
next.

Sixteen years ago, Redefining Refuge 
began with an idea that probably 
sounded impossible. Tonight, I am 
standing in a room filled with proof 
that impossible things happen when 
enough people refuse to believe they 
are impossible.

You are that proof.

So tonight, dream bigger with us. 
Believe bigger with us. Imagine a 
future for these children so beautiful, 
so full, and so wildly different from 
where their stories began that they 
might not even recognize the lives 
waiting for them.

And then help us build it, just like you 
always have! Because perhaps the 
greatest gift we can give a child isn’t 
a golden ticket at all. It’s making sure 
they grow up believing there is still a 
whole world waiting on the other side 
of the gates.

With all my love and gratitude,

A LETTER FROM OUR FOUNDER & CEO



Dear Tampa Community,

Every year when I sit down to write this letter, I 
think about how far Redefining Refuge has come, 
and how much of that progress has been made 
possible by this community. You have donated, 
volunteered, talked about our mission, brought 
others into the conversation, and answered the call 
over and over again.

Tonight we are celebrating The Golden Ticket, and 
I can’t help but think about what a “golden ticket” 
really represents: a door opening that wasn’t open 
before. A new possibility. A reason to hope.  A chance.

For the kids we serve, those chances matter!

They deserve the chance to feel safe. To be surrounded by people who believe 
them and believe in them. To discover what they are good at. To dream about 
what comes next. And, maybe most importantly, to have people in their corner 
who refuse to give up on them.

That is who Redefining Refuge and this community continue to be for them.

I’m incredibly proud of what we have accomplished together, but there 
is still so much more to do. As our work grows, so will the need for your 
involvement, your voice, and your continued support. Whether you have 
supported us year after year or tonight is your first introduction to Redefining 
Refuge, I hope you’ll stay with us for what comes next.

But tonight, have some fun! Enjoy the surprises, raise a glass, bid 
on something you probably don’t need, and celebrate what we have 
accomplished together.

On behalf of our Board of Directors, Natasha and her incredible team, and 
most importantly, the kids we are privileged to serve, thank you for being here, 
for standing with us, and for continuing to believe in our kids and this work.

Have an incredible evening!

Jen Gudenkauf

A LETTER FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT
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Ashley Agard
Amanda Baranowski 

Simon Canasi 
Jen Gudenkauf 

Amanda Herring

Natasha Nascimento
Jenni Parido 

Sara Whitehead
Amy Wright

Natasha Nascimento 
Alex Peña 
Ady Peña 

Ashley Carmon
Samantha Payne 
Marshae Scott

Board of Directors

Our Team



Some things are better when shared over wine.
Some call for dinner and dressing up fine.

Some are for two. Some are better with friends.
And one little treasure sparkles long after the evening ends.

There are tables to gather around, glasses to raise,
A touch of indulgence for ordinary days.

A little bit of glamour, a little delight,
And more than a few reasons to make plans for the night.

Gentlemen, take note…you should absolutely play.
Win this for her and become Husband of the Day.

What waits inside is anyone’s guess...
Perhaps something sparkling, perhaps something sweet.
But one thing is certain, should this box become yours:

More than $5,500 in surprises are waiting behind its doors.
So how much would you wager on something unseen?

On dinners and diamonds and everything between?



•	 5 days / 4 nights all-inclusive at Hard Rock Punta Cana
•	 $5,000 private jet membership
•	 Private round with Brittany Lincicome at The Vinoy 
•	 2 complimentary tickets from Ronde Barber to the  

Valspar Championship. Includes branded Valspar swag
•	 Golf foursomes* at Old Memorial, Tampa Palms,  

Citrus National, Sugarmill Woods, Soleta, and  
The Concession 

•	 Standstill Sports swag 
*Private clubs may require a member to be in attendance,  
which may limit play to three (3) guests.

Value: $17,000+

•	 Private Tampa Bay Lightning suite with food/
beverage for 18 guests 

•	 Saturday, January 16, 2027 at 3:30 PM
•	 Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Ottawa Senators
•	 Signed Victor Hedman jersey
•	 Signed Tampa Bay Lightning hockey stick & puck 

            Value: Exclusive Experience

An Electrifying Night in Tampa Bay

The Ultimate Golf Escape



•	 3 days / 2 nights at an Anna Maria Island beach condo
•	 4-hour sunset cruise aboard Team Galati’s 75-ft. 

Princess yacht for 8 guests, including champagne 
and sushi from Ocean Star

•	 $2,000 private family portrait session with  
Misty Photography

Value: $12,000

One Year. 12 Restaurants. Endless Reasons to Go Out.
Irish 31 • Noble Crust • Perry’s Porch • Juno & the Peacock

 Ponte • Olivia • Meat Market • The Library
Rococo Steak • Malio’s • Urban Stillhouse • Leverocks

Total dining value: $1,325

Four Nights. Two Adults.  
One Ridiculously Delicious Escape.

Escape to Hotel Chocolat’s Rabot Hotel,  
an adults-only retreat nestled among St. Lucia’s  
cacao groves, where chocolate isn’t just dessert.  

It’s a lifestyle.
Your escape for two includes:

4 Nights in a Luxe Lodge
Wake up to lush rainforest, cacao trees  

and spectacular Piton views.

Tree to Bar Experience
Harvest, roast, grind and create your own  
chocolate in Hotel Chocolat’s signature  

hands-on adventure.

All-Inclusive Cacao Cuisine Day
Here’s where things get deliciously ridiculous:  

a 3-course lunch AND 3-course dinner, complete 
with curated cocktails. Savory, sweet and completely 

unforgettable.

You’ll have 2 full years to enjoy your escape.  
Paradise can wait—but why would you?

PACKAGE VALUE: INVALUABLE
Curated by Natasha especially for guests of  

The Golden Ticket.
Airfare not included. Redeem within 2 years of 

purchase. Adults only.

An Anna Maria Island Escape

12 Dates of Pure Imagination

Pure Imagination: St. Lucia Edition



•	 1 month unlimited membership at  
The Bar Method – $100 value

•	 Rare Body Pilates – $400 gift certificate
•	 Pink Palm Boutique – $100 gift certificate
•	 The Tox Clearwater – $600 gift certificate
•	 Soho Fit package including custom  

shaker bag + 3 sessions – $390 value

Value: $1,590

•	 $100 Carrabba’s gift card +  
gourmet basket

•	 Topgolf – 2 tickets
•	 Busch Gardens – 2 tickets
•	 Florida Aquarium – 4 tickets
•	 ZooTampa – 2 tickets
•	 MOSI – 4 tickets
•	 Graze – $50 gift card
•	

Value: $1,550

•	 Little Words Project  
2 beading sessions –  
$100 value

•	 Blue Spring State Park  
Boat Tour – 4 guests

•	 Full-Day Crystal River  
Preserve Pontoon Rental

•	 2 Tandem Kayak Rentals  
at Weeki Wachee

I. The Wonka Workout

II. Pure Imagination:
Family Edition

1 ticket for $50 | 10 tickets for $100



Forget the chocolate, this Golden Ticket comes with a little more luxury.
One lucky guest will take home a $1,000 Louis Vuitton gift card, 
ready to turn into the iconic bag, timeless accessory, or fabulous little 
something you’ve been eyeing.

No factory tour required. No Oompa Loompa negotiations.  
Just a very good reason to take your chances.
But remember one very important Wonka rule:

Because when it comes to Louis Vuitton,  
even Mr. Wonka wouldn’t hold the prize.

•	 Kendra Scott – $180
•	 Snatched Lab – $330 Gift Certificate + $225 in goodies 
•	 GLOW – $800
•	 Restore – $100
•	 BLB Luxury Tans & Spa – $200 Gift Certificate +  

$200 Goodie Basket 

   Value: $2,035

III. The Golden Glow
Because Ordinary was Never the Point.

IV. The Golden Trunk
Some Golden Tickets lead somewhere fabulous.

1 ticket for $50 | 10 tickets for $100

1 ticket for $100 | 10 tickets for $500



Youth who have been victimized by commercial sexual 
exploitation by means of human trafficking and those who are at 
especially high-risk of commercial sexual exploitation are eligible 

for the following services: 

Comprehensive Care Plans
Mental Health Services

Telehealth and Teletherapy
Alternative Therapies
Treatment Planning

Healthcare Appointments 
Facilitation of Non-Medical 

Services
Life Skills Management

Educational and Tutoring 
Assistance

Youth Empowerment Groups 
Supervised Visitation 

Assistance with Transportation 
Consultation with Caregivers
Court Advocacy Assistance 
Ancillary Needs Assistance



Your Impact is 

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
INCOME DIVERSIFICATION

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
PROGRAM EFFICIENCY RATIO
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October Safe House 
Certification Language is 
passed. RR becomes the first 
Certified Safe House in the 
State. The U.S. Institute Against 
Human Trafficking engages RR 
in Agreement to duplicate our 
Safe House Model for a Boys 
Safe House Program. 

November Founder; Natasha 
Nascimento recognized by the 
Lightning Foundation as the 
11th Community Hero.

October In response to our grievance, 
Representative Ross Spano forms the Legislative 
Caucus Against Human Trafficking requests 
that RR testify to twenty of our elected officials 
regarding the plight of these children and our 
Mission.

November Officially licensed by the Department 
of Children and Families. Enters Partnership 
with Eckerd Connects to provide specialized 
Residential Services by means of a Safe House. 
We subsequently become contracted with all 
Child Welfare Lead Agencies in the State. 

February Selected 
by LUSH Cosmetics 
North America as 
their official Charity 
Pot Partner.

November 
Redefining Refuge 
returns to D.C. to 
present Safe House 
Model successes 

January Received 
a Hillsborough 
County proclamation 
honoring a “decade 
of dedication” to 
Tampa’s trafficked 
children and 
declaring January 
Human Trafficking 
Awareness Month.

July Launch of 
the All Hands on 
Deck Awareness 
Campaign on 
World Day Against 
Trafficking.

January Visited by the Texas 
Governor’s  Office to discuss Safe 
House Model 

April Redefining Refuge  
“I Am Priceless” 

August RR participates in Ribbon  
Cutting Ceremony of the first 
Boys Safe House in the country 
leveraging our Model 

Despite an 
85% revenue 
loss, we served 
more children 
than ever 
before.

August Philanthropist of 
the Year Award finalist by 
TBBW.

Community Center Proof of 
Concept

Served as the official 
command post for USMS 
Operation Seminole Saber 
resulting in the recovery of 
27 missing children.

Served as Grant Partner 
and Official Command 
Post for USMS Operation 
Dragon Eye which resulted 
in the recovery of 63 
missing children.

March Established on 
March 17th

November Public 
Awareness Campaign 
Launched with the 
goal of reframing 
“Child Prostitution” as 
a Social Justice Issue 
of Child Trafficking.

January
1st Annual Bubbles
and Butterflies Gala.

August
Implementation of a 
Safe House Program 
for Trafficked Youth.

January Governor Scott Officially
amends the Florida Legislation 
being victimized and should 
be recognized under the Safe 
Harbor Act as such.

April Statewide officials visit our
unoccupied Safe House.

March Discussions 
and appearances with 
Policy Chief, Healthy 
Families Subcommittee; 
Florida House of 
Representatives Health 
and Human Services 
Committee regarding 
Certification of Safe 
Houses and Redefining 
Refuge’s Model

May Awarded Spirit of 
Humanity by DeBartolo 
Family Foundation

October Begins 
and Intensive Case 
Management Services

November Invited 
to the United States 
Capitol to represent 
the State of Florida at a 
Congressional Briefing

January ABC Action News 
Awareness and Prevention month 
alongside RR

March Courtesy Nissan, Hyundai 
and Kia debut Awareness Campaign 
“Together We Can Drive Change”

February 
City of Tampa 
Press Release 
announcing 
Awareness and 
Prevention 
Partnership 
between 
the Hillsborough 
Area Regional 
Transit.

June Awarded 
$500,000.00 by 
the Florida Senate 
Management 
Services

October Featured 
in KNOW Tampa

April Joins Shared 
Hope International’s 
Center for Justice 
and Advocacy in 
Mesa, AZ for National 
Work Group.

May Launches 
mobile Social 
Messaging 
Campaign with Pilot 
Project.

June Mentorship 
Partnership with 
Florida Panhandle 
Safe House Program 
and becomes Circuit 
13 Human Eckerd 
Connects  

July Becomes a 
Project Mentor for 
Girl Scouts Gold 
Award.

2010 2012 2013

2014 2015

2017

2018 2019

2020

2021

2022

2024

2023

2025

2026
We found our  
forever home.

2016

May Accepts 1st Resident
 
July Partnership with Shared Hope 
International and participates in WEDU’s 
first documentary on Human Trafficking 
in Florida.

September RR sparks some much 
needed political upheaval surrounding 
the commitment of our State and Local 
elected officials to our cause



   
   

    G
RO

W
IN

G
 T

H
RO

U
G

H
 T

H
E 

YE
AR

S
G

ro
w

in
g 

T
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

Ye
ar

s

October Safe House 
Certification Language is 
passed. RR becomes the first 
Certified Safe House in the 
State. The U.S. Institute Against 
Human Trafficking engages RR 
in Agreement to duplicate our 
Safe House Model for a Boys 
Safe House Program. 
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Nascimento recognized by the 
Lightning Foundation as the 
11th Community Hero.

October In response to our grievance, 
Representative Ross Spano forms the Legislative 
Caucus Against Human Trafficking requests 
that RR testify to twenty of our elected officials 
regarding the plight of these children and our 
Mission.

November Officially licensed by the Department 
of Children and Families. Enters Partnership 
with Eckerd Connects to provide specialized 
Residential Services by means of a Safe House. 
We subsequently become contracted with all 
Child Welfare Lead Agencies in the State. 

February Selected 
by LUSH Cosmetics 
North America as 
their official Charity 
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present Safe House 
Model successes 
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Awareness Month.
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April Redefining Refuge  
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Cutting Ceremony of the first 
Boys Safe House in the country 
leveraging our Model 

Despite an 
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loss, we served 
more children 
than ever 
before.

August Philanthropist of 
the Year Award finalist by 
TBBW.
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Served as the official 
command post for USMS 
Operation Seminole Saber 
resulting in the recovery of 
27 missing children.

Served as Grant Partner 
and Official Command 
Post for USMS Operation 
Dragon Eye which resulted 
in the recovery of 63 
missing children.
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Awareness Campaign 
Launched with the 
goal of reframing 
“Child Prostitution” as 
a Social Justice Issue 
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be recognized under the Safe 
Harbor Act as such.

April Statewide officials visit our
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Family Foundation

October Begins 
and Intensive Case 
Management Services
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To our extremely generous 
Corporate, Auction, Individual, 

and In-Kind Sponsors whose 
support is crucial to our Cause!



The 
Atkins Family

With Gratitude to Our

The 
Agard Family

The 
Singh Family



The Believers
Dave & Heather Traynor
Michael & Layne Pepin

Anthony Murgio
Raul Cabrera Law

Jill Papapanu
Journey Forward ~ Somatic Therapy Tampa

The Dreamers
George Gaffney, Jr.
The Alvarez Family

CFGI

Bharat Chabria
Christopher Moyer & Ashley Kowal

Alyssa Rhoads on behalf of CEO Council 
Darren & Maggie Veneri

Jarrod Holbrook on behalf of Bronzite Media
Sara Whitehead









Adele was born in Lake Placid, NY … the only child of Mortimer Bernett and Regina 
Hazen Bernett.  She and her family moved to the Tampa Bay area in 1957.  She graduated 

from Largo High School in 1962 and continued her education at St. Petersburg College 
and the University of South Florida attaining a Bachelor’s in Accounting.  

She was employed with the University of South Florida for many years as an Associate 
Controller in Finance and Accounting.  Afterwards, Adele worked at Moffitt Cancer Center 

as Director of Finance until her retirement.  Sadly, Adele lost her battle to pancreatic 
cancer on October 19, 2021.

Adele lived a life filled with dear friends and family and she will be missed by many.  
She was simply fun, genuine, loving, and exciting.  She will always be remembered for her 

charisma and endearing smile which could light up a room.

It was Adele’s wish that upon her passing she would leave a legacy of love in giving 
throughout the Tampa Bay area.  She did so by leaving the bulk of her estate to many 
charities across the region.  We are fortunate to have been included in Adele’s estate.

THANK YOU ADELE FOR THE LEGACY OF LOVE YOU LEAVE BEHIND !!!

Adele Sandra Bernett
2/5/1945 - 10/19/2021



Where

HopeFinds a Home.

Could that family be yours?
Scan to

learn more

Right here in Hillsborough County, hundreds
of incredible kids are waiting for a family to

call their own.  

PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

STORYTELLING &
FAMILY RECRUITMENT

TRAINING &
MATCHING

ONGOING
SUPPORT





  © 2026. *Offer only available to new Unity Members. Total actual loss up to $200 in Free Play. Offer paid in two each equal to 50% of your total loss amount redeemable over two 
visits. Offer is up to $200 in Free Play only. First Free Play offer will be auto loaded onto your account within 7–10 days of playing at a slot machine. Only actual slot losses on same day of enrollment with 
your Unity card inserted will be included in total slot loss amount. Management reserves all rights to modify or cancel this promotion at any time based on operational and/or business concerns. Must 
be 21 years of age or older to gamble unless otherwise noted. Must be 18 years of age or older in Florida to participate in Bingo and Poker. Must be 18 years of age or older in the Dominican Republic. 
Must be 19 years of age or older in the Province of Ontario, Canada. Hard Rock offers PlayersEdge information to its patrons to encourage responsible gaming at all participating locations. Bet with 
your head, not over it. Gambling problem? In CA/IL/NJ: call 1-800-GAMBLER (426-2537); FL: call or text 1-833-PLAYWISE; IN: 1-800-994-8448; NV: 1-800-522-4700; OH: 1-800-589-9966; ON: 
ConnexOntario 1-866-531-2600; Punta Cana/VA: 1-800-MY-RESET.

NEW UNITY MEMBERS RECEIVE 50% OFF AT FRESH HARVEST BUFFET 
PLUS, GET A FREE T-SHIRT AND UP TO $200 ON US. JOIN TODAY! star

LUCKIEST CASINO
IN THE U.S.
TWO YEARS IN A ROW

TAMPA





Caring  
for more 

children in  
West Central 

Florida.

BayCare.org/Kids

26-17680_0926

GGlloobbaall  IInnvveessttmmeenntt  AAddvviissoorryy,,  LLLLCC
iiss  pprroouudd  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  RReeddeeffiinniinngg  RReeffuuggee..

GlobalRIA.com

A D M I T  O N E

is proud to hold a

GOLDEN TICKET
in support of

Redefining Refuge
Bubbles & Butterflies Gala 2026

Every survivor deserves
a safe place to call home.

Company NMLS #173855



K I N D LY  R S V P  H E R E

Galati Yacht Sales
12030 Gandy Blvd North St. Petersburg, Florida 33702

Interactive Fundraising Experiences | Illuminated Yachts 
Exotic Automobiles | Exquisite Cuisine | Craft Cocktails

Invitation Only | Coastal Cocktail Attire

Y O U  A R E  I N V I T E D

October 10, 2026

An elegant evening benefiting
Redefining Refuge, Inc., a
nonprofit dedicated to
supporting sexually exploited
and trafficked youth.

5:00PM - 9:00PM

2 N D  A N N U A L

Meet The Event Sponsors >>>

galatiyachts.com/events/special-events/anchored-in-hope/



Join Us
May 21 & 22, 2027 - The Vinoy Resort , St. Petersburg
For a weekend of fishing, fun & making a difference.
Improving the lives of children, with a special focus on those in the foster care community.

Is Proud to Support
Redefining Refuge Foundation





WWW.FLORISTFIRE.COM

LUXURY WEDDING 
& EVENT DESIGN 





shumaker.com

Proudly supporting Redefining Refuge and their
commitment to helping young people find
safety, support, and a path forward.

Where Counsel
Meets 

FLORIDA I MINNESOTA I NORTH CAROLINA I OHIO I SOUTH CAROLINA I WASHINGTON, D.C.

community





The Atkins family is proud to support Redefining Refuge and its unwavering mission to help, and 
fight for, the victims of sex trafficking and other abuses. We share their powerful vision of increasing 
awareness, empowering victims and, ultimately, bringing an end to the heinous sex industry trade.




